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Executive summary

On May 22-23, Centropa organized a training seminar for Georgian educators within the project
“Preserving Jewish cemeteries” run by the consortium consisting of ESJF, Foundation for Jewish Heritage
and Centropa. The conference took place in Tbilisi, Georgia. We launched the call for participants in
April and spread it through different channels. The Israeli embassy in Georgia actively supported this
process.

The seminar was opened by the Local coordinator Teona Dalakishvili and Program coordinator
Ninja Stehr. As a special guest, we welcomed Ran Gidor, the Israeli ambassador in Tbilisi who visited
teachers as well as representatives of ESJF online. Participants had a chance to listen to speakers from the
field of Jewish Heritage and participate in interactive group work and discussions. Highlights in the
program included an introduction to the Jewish History and Cemeteries in Georgia by Keti Chikvildaze as
well as a hands-on workshop with Esther Zyskina on Epitaphs. At the Jewish cemetery we had the chance
to put our learned skills to a test and discuss the use of Jewish cemeteries as a source.Most participants
mentioned in the final survey that they did not work with Jewish cemeteries in education prior to
attending the seminar. As it was the project's first year for in person meetings in Georgia, it is promising
that so many people were willing to join the seminar and follow-up work.

After the seminar, we asked all participants to fill out a survey. The following report details the most

important findings.

- 75 % of Participants found the lecture by Keti Chikviladze on the local history of Georgia
particularly useful

- 75 % participants found the lecture of Esther Zheskyna on reading tombstones very useful

- All participants liked the visit to the local cemetery
- Prior to the seminar , participants lacked knowledge about local Jewish heritage. Despite having

more than 30 Jewish sights in the country, most people in Georgia are not aware of them. Hence,

85 % percent of participants noted how fruitful it was to learn about Jewish history and heritage,

and its impact on local culture.

- Some new participants mentioned they had no idea about this knowledge before the seminar and

reiterated their enthusiasm and desire to learn about Jewish communities in their cities and

villages. They highlighted that much of the information about local Jewish heritage was quite new

to them. 75 % mentioned that they learned new methods and are planning to use them in the

classroom.

Teona Dakalishvili
Project coordinator, Georgia
Ninja Stehr, Line manager Georgia, Deputy director, Centropa Hamburg
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Program

The seminar program itself was very diverse. Speakers talked about international experiences, local

experiences and preeminent practices in education. Participants better understood the local realities and

generally learned how to use tools, databases and present materials in their classes.

The participants had a chance to work in groups, exchange their knowledge on Jewish heritage and

cemeteries in their towns, and try out what they learned during practice at the seminar. Participants also

worked on some ideas to be implemented after the seminar.

2



3



4



Where our participants came from:

Our participants came from all over Georgia:

City Number of participants from
this city

Population of this city

Sagaredjo
1 10,359

Oni
1 2,656

Tbilisi
9 1,114,000

Lagodekhi
3 41,200

Mukhrani
1 7,940

Telavi
1 19,629

Khashuri
2 26,135

Sachkhere
1 6,140
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Tsalka
2 19,526

Kareli
1 6,654

Kutaisi 1 147,500

Apeni 1 1555

Tsalma 1 n/a

Q1. If you are a teacher, which subject(s) do you teach? You may choose multiple answers.

As follows:

English

Civic Education

History
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Georgian Language and literature

Russian Language and literature

Geography

History

Arts

Q2. Have you attended a training seminar on the topic of Jewish history and heritage, and
Holocaust education before?

Other: attended a seminar on Holocaust education by a Ukrainian organization

Q3. How long have you been teaching:

7



Overall evaluation:

Overall, the seminar had very good feedback from participants, all sessions were mostly evaluated as very

useful, teachers mentioned that they learned a lot from the sessions of our speakers.

All of them noted that they will take part in the youth competition with their students and work on school

projects.

In reality, they have started some school initiatives, took part in the competitions for 2 projects and

prepared very impressive works. Also, they have started actively using Centropa materials as a part of the

curriculum.
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Quotes:

Collecting the quotes from participants was very inspiring, as it showed how relevant and timely the

seminar was for them. Participants highlighted that the talks were very helpful. Overall, they underlined

the importance of understanding the local Jewish culture and its heritage. As the Jewish community of

Georgia is decreasing in numbers (many cities currently have 0 representation of the Jewish community),

their history is also gradually disappearing. Participants noted the importance on learning from Keti

Chikviladze about the local history. Below are some of the quotations from the final survey.

“The seminar was very inspiring for me. It was very interesting to see how important cemeteries are for

Jews. I learned a lot about Jewish traditions and symbols. I enjoyed the visit to the Jewish cemetery and

the chance to learn more about the history, as well as how the personal family history is visualized on the

tombstones.”

Ia lursmanashvili, Civic education and history teacher, Mokhisi public school

“The Cemetery setting says a lot about the society in Jewish cemeteries. It tells us about their traditions.

The seminar gave me new ideas on how we can use tombstones in teaching about Jewish history and

information on how to read them. It was very interesting to me to learn more about the Holocaust, Jewish

traditions, culture, synagogues and museums.”

Tamar Tasoevi, Civic Education teacher, Lagodekhi, Gvimriani public school

“It is not easy, but I can finally read some tombstones. I learned a lot about traditions, burying rituals,

and how to behave on a Jewish cemetery.”

Eka Maisuradze, History teacher, Tbilisi Public school #133

“ I learned a lot at the seminar and received a lot of useful information, for sure. I will plan a project in

Surami, as well as use this information in the classroom.”

Jaba Labadze, History teacher, Surami public school teacher

“I will start conducting lessons on “Jewish cemeteries” in my village.
Nino Dolishvili, Civic Education teacher, Mukhrani public school
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Participants also highlighted that the seminar brought necessary additional materials and methods that

teachers could use in their classes. Almost all teachers mentioned:

● “I now know how to use Centropa materials in my class.”
● “I have a better understanding of how to involve activities at the cemetery in my teaching
● I will make new movies about Jewish Life using cemeteries in my city

Sharing international experience, learning how to speak about Jewish heritage, as well as attending a

workshop on epitaphs were considered enriching activities by the participants.

Q3. At the end of the seminar, we announced our international student competition on "Local
Jewish cemeteries." Are you interested in joining this competition with your students?
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